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ChoirWorks wishes you a very merry festive season 
and a happy and peaceful new year.

Yuletide Jazz

Director of Music     Dr. Debra Shearer-Dirié

               Vocal Soloist  -  Kelsey Giarola       Keyboard - Matt Rofe

              Bass  -  Samuel Vincent       Drums - Lachlan Hawkins

Rehearsal Accompanist  -  John Woods

ChoirWorks, formerly known as Brisbane Concert Choir, has been 
a popular part of the Brisbane musical landscape for almost 30 years. 
Each year the choir presents a variety of concerts, performing 
a cappella or with piano accompaniment, as well as working with 
ensembles and orchestras. We also regularly combine forces with other 
choirs around the city to present larger works.

ChoirWorks Singers�

Soprano: Likarisa Brooker, Kellie Corbett, Bronwyn Cox, Barbara Crellin, 
Jane Deighton, Helen Fredericks, Stephanye Guzman, Wendy Harper, 
Jan Hogarth, Amy Lun, Dianne Mandeville, Suzana Milosevic, Judy Neal, 
Lucinda Porter, Wendy Rolls, Liesl Taylor, Linda von Nida, Arwyn Warner, 
Liz Yee, Grace Zhang.

Alto: Christine Campbell, Ianthe Campbell, Sannie Dragani, Sue Gray, 
Grete Hindsberger, Jan Hungerford, Nicki Jenkins, Stella Jenks, Barb Lamb, 
Barbara Maenhaut, Lynne Maurer, Maithili Mehta, Lisa Monsen, 
Jane Oliver, Judy Shepherd.

Tenor: Simon Burgess, Ian Clarkson, Lourens Feuth, Paul Kennedy, 
David McNeven, Eric von Nida.

Bass: Robert Bray, Joel Corney, Ben Leong, Murray Massey, Ian Maurer, 
Ross Salomon, Tim Smetham, Rick Valenta.



Program
 
Once in Royal David’s City �����������������������������������������������  arr. Will Todd

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing �������������������������������������������  arr. Will Todd

A Child is Born �����������������������������������������������������������  arr. Pete Churchill

Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas ���������������������  arr. Mark Hayes

Swingle Bells IX ���������������������������������������������������������  arr. Ward Swingle

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ��������������������������������  arr. Pete Churchill
(Freedom’s on the Way)

Good King Wenceslas * �������������������������������������������������  arr. Ian Maurer

Personent Hodie ����������������������������������������������������������������  arr. Will Todd

Joy to the World ������������  arr. Kelsey Giarola and Cleon Barraclough

SHORT INTERVAL

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas ������������������ arr. Mac Huff

Gabriel to Mary Came ��������������������������������������������������  arr. Ian Maurer

In the Bleak Mid-winter ��������������������������������������������  arr. Pete Churchill

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen �������������������������������������  arr. Will Todd

Away in a Manger �������������������������������������������������������������  arr. Will Todd

I Saw Three Ships �������������������������������������������������������������  arr. Will Todd

Silent Night �����������������������������������������������������������������������  arr. Will Todd

O Come All Ye Faithful ����������������������������������������������������  arr. Will Todd

We Wish You a Merry Christmas * ������������������������ arr. Rachel Hocking

* World Premiere Performance



Join our email list

Follow us on 
Facebook

We would love it
    if you could do
        just one of these  ...

A note from our Director of Music 
Christmas is a season that draws people together, and there is no better 
place to share that spirit of connection than here at Lightspace. Today’s 
Yuletide program blends the cool elegance of jazz with the festive joy at the 
heart of all Christmas music. 

The singers of ChoirWorks are delighted to be joined by the luminous 
vocals of Kelsey Giarola, with Matt Rofe on keyboard, Sam Vincent on 
bass, and Lachlan Hawkins on kit. Together, we invite you into an evening 
of warmth, celebration, and song.

                                                                Debra Shearer-Dirié 

Help keep live choral performances 
part of the Brisbane music scene.

ChoirWorks Inc. has Deductible Gift Recipient 
(DGR) status which means donations which you 
make to the choir can be claimed as a deduction 
on your income tax return. All deposits of $2.00 

or more are eligible for tax deductibility.
To make a tax-deductible 
donation, please follow
the link to our website.

Subscribe to our
YouTube channel

Leave us a
Google Review



Debra Shearer-Dirié   Director of Music

Dr Debra Shearer-Dirié enjoys the adventure and 
global embrace of a career dedicated to music. 
She thrives on the creative discovery that flows 
from collaborative musical opportunities, whether 
working with combinations of choirs or with other 
composers, dancers, visual artists and cultural 
groups. Originally from Perth in Western Australia, 
Debra’s career has taken her from Hungary and 
through western Europe to north America, where 
she obtained a Master of Music Education degree 
and a Doctorate of Music in Choral Conducting at 
Indiana University.

In 2005 Debra became Director of Music of 
ChoirWorks, which was founded in 1996 as 
Brisbane Concert Choir. Under Debra’s direction 
the choir has journeyed internationally several 
times, performing in prestigious venues across 
Europe and eastern Canada. In Brisbane, Debra has 
conducted the Queensland Young Conservatorium 
Chamber Choir, founded Vox Pacifica Chamber 
Choir and in 2010, she began conducting the then 
newly formed vocal ensemble Vintage Voices, a 
choir for elders to engage with the community 
through singing. In 2009 she founded Fusion, a 
semi-professional adult a cappella ensemble which 
has performed internationally.

In her academic pursuits, Debra has lectured at 
the Queensland Conservatorium, the University of 
Queensland School of Music, and the Australian 
Catholic University. She has been a contributing 
writer and reviewer to the International Federation 
for Choral Music’s International Choral Magazine 
and is a national past-president of the Australian 
National Choral Association, and remains in 
demand as an adjudicator, clinician and conductor 
for festivals and eisteddfods throughout Australia 
and the Asia-Pacific. Debra was selected as one of 
three Australian choral conductors to be on the 
International Jury for the World Choir Games in 
Auckland in July 2024.



Kelsey Giarola   Vocal Soloist

Kelsey Giarola is one of Brisbane’s most versatile 
contemporary vocalists, blending jazz, soul, funk, 
and Motown with effortless style. Since beginning 
her career in 2009, she’s built a reputation for 
powerful, captivating performances – whether 
fronting her band or performing her own original 
music.

Kelsey has shared the stage with some of Australia’s 
most celebrated artists, including Ian Moss, Guy 
Sebastian, Opera Queensland and James Morrison, 
and was awarded a full scholarship to perform with 
the acclaimed New York Voices in the USA.

Her discography includes the jazz album Love Me 
or Leave Me and the original EP One, with more 
original music on the way. Having performed at 
major festivals such as the Brisbane International 
Jazz Festival, Broadbeach Jazz Festival and Teneriffe 
Festival, Kelsey continues to wow audiences with her 
soulful voice, magnetic stage presence and genuine 
love for the craft.

Samuel Vincent   Bass

Samuel Vincent is a bassist and educator and has been 
performing music for the last 25 years. He 
graduated from QUT in 1997 with a Bmus in 
classical Double Bass. In 2005 he joined gypsy 
ensemble Doch with whom he has toured both 
nationally and internationally and has appeared on 
their critically acclaimed albums. 

Samuel is much in demand as a freelance musician 
and has appeared with such acts as Laique, 
Topology, and the Queensland Philharmonic 
Orchestra as well as performers such as Tommy 
Emanuel, Marina Pryor, Don Burrows, Tom 
Burlinson, James Morrison, and Meagan 
Washington. Currently, Samuel is performing with 
world/folk ensemble Estampa and renowned 
contemporary jazz outfit Trichotomy.



Matt Rofe   Keyboard

Matt’s professional journey in music began 
remarkably early—at just thirteen years old. With 
only six months of piano lessons to his name, he was 
already captivating audiences as a cocktail pianist in 
local hotels and resorts.

After completing high school, Matt pursued both his 
passions for technology and music, earning a 
Bachelor of Information Technology (Distinction) 

Lachlan Hawkins   Drums

Lachlan Hawkins is an accomplished drummer, 
handpan artist and educator with a diverse 
performance career to date across the areas of jazz 
and improvised music, musical theatre, corporate 
entertainment and contemporary music. 

Since graduating from the Queensland 
Conservatorium in 2015, where he was awarded First 
Class Honours and the University Medal, Lachlan has 

and a Bachelor of Music, where he studied Classical Piano under the esteemed 
guidance of Max Olding AM.

During his time at university, Matt’s talent and versatility flourished. He 
accompanied the QUT Vocal Jazz Ensemble, won the prestigious QUT/QYOII 
Concerto Competition with a stirring performance of George Gershwin’s Rhapsody 
in Blue, and served as repetiteur for QUT’s production of West Side Story. His skills 
also shone as a big band pianist and musical director for numerous QUT 
productions and recordings.

Matt’s remarkable adaptability, effortless musicianship, and warm, easy-going 
nature have made him one of the most sought-after pianists, accompanists, and 
performers in the industry. Over the course of his distinguished career, he has built 
a reputation for excellence across a wide range of musical genres and has shared the 
stage with many acclaimed artists and ensembles both in Australia and abroad—
including Simon Gallaher, Jon English, Julie Anthony, Normie Rowe, Karen 
Knowles, and The Ten Tenors.

continued a diverse and fulfilling career performing and recording with a collection 
of top Queensland musical artists including The Ten Tenors, Mirusia, Monique 
Clare, Karl S Williams, SoundStruck, Jordan Brodie, and OzBrazilian outfit ‘The 
View From Madeleine’s Couch’. 



www.choirworks.au  |  contact@choirworks.au

Programme compiled by Janet Gilbert and Ian Maurer

Authentically
South African

Choral Workshop - Sunday, 8 February 2026
Join internationally acclaimed conductor, composer, and educator 

Dr. Michael Barrett
for a vibrant, hands-on workshop exploring the rich sounds, 

rhythms, and vocal traditions of South Africa.
 

Whether you’re a singer looking to expand your vocal palette, 
or a conductor eager to bring authentic African choral music to 
your ensemble, this is an unforgettable opportunity to learn from 

one of South Africa’s leading musical voices.

with Michael Barrett

Date: Sunday, 8 February 2026
Registration: 1:00 PM             Workshop: 1:30 – 5:00 PM
Venue: Advanced Engineering Building lecture theatre,

Staff House Road, UQ St Lucia
Tickets: (cost includes afternoon tea and digital music)

Adults: $65  (Groups of 10 or more - $40 each)
Students: $30  (School groups of 10 or more - $20 each)

BOOK HERE

www.trybooking.com.au/DGQUZ
After booking, your digital music 
will be emailed by ChoirWorks.


