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Expanding Horizons
Director of Music  -   Dr. Debra Shearer-Dirié

Keyboard  -  Shane Calderbank

Cosmological Guide  -  Professor Tamara Davis

Rehearsal Accompanist  -  John Woods

ChoirWorks Singers�

Soprano: Celine Bowman, Likarisa Brooker, Megan Burnett, Kellie Corbett, 
Bronwyn Cox, Barbara Crellin, Jane Deighton, Wendy Harper, Jan Hogarth, 
Dianne Mandeville, Judy Neal, Sandra Nissen, Lucinda Porter*, Liesl Taylor, 
Linda von Nida, Liz Yee.

Alto: Alyssa Clift, Sannie Dragani, Sue Gray, Grete Hindsberger, 
Dorothee Hölscher, Jan Hungerford, Melissa Hutchinson, Nicolie Jenkins*, 
Barb Lamb, Barbara Maenhaut, Lynne Maurer, Maithili Mehta, Nicola Seage, 
Kathy Teakle, Deanna Wainwright.

Tenor: Ian Clarkson, Lourens Feuth, Brett Gordon, Chris Ho, Paul Kennedy, 
Neil Mason*, David McNeven, Eric von Nida.

Bass: Malcolm Alexander, Joel Corney, Murray Massey, Ian Maurer, 
Ross Salomon, Tim Smetham*, Rick Valenta.                                        * Soloist

If you enjoyed this afternoon’s concert, why not think 
about joining ChoirWorks? 

We have vacancies in particular for tenors and basses, 
and you could even find yourself on tour with us 

in the Balkans in 2027! 

Try a Tuesday night rehearsal with us - get in touch at

contact@choirworks.au



Program
 

Also sprach Zarathustra �����������    Richard Strauss  arr.  Mark Rosser

Sogno di Volare �����������������������������������������������������������   Christopher Tin
(The Dream of Flight from Civilization VI)

I Am Voyager  ������������������������������������������������������������������   Robin Salkeld

Earth (only Here)  ������������������������������������������������   Timothy C. Takach
(from Helios)

Prof Tamara Davis

The Spheres  ��������������������������������������������������������������������������  Ola Gjeilo
(from Sunrise Mass)

Comet (Transmigration)  ������������������������������������   Timothy C. Takach
(from Helios)

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star ������������������������������������������   Daniel Elder

XXIII Oremus  ����������������������������������������������������������������   Urmas Sisask
(from Gloria Patri)

Prof Tamara Davis

Earth  ���������������������������������������������������������������������������  Katerina Gimon

Da pacem Domine  ���������������������������������������������������������������  Arvo Pärt

Prof Tamara Davis

Stars �������������������������������������������������������������������������������   Eriks Ešenvalds



A journey through music, space and the human imagination

For as long as we have looked into the night sky, humanity has wondered about 
its place within the universe. The stars have been guides and calendars, objects of 
scientific investigation, sources of myth and inspiration, and enduring symbols of 
mystery and possibility. To look outward into space is, in many ways, also to look 
inward—to ask who we are, where we have come from, and what might lie beyond 
the boundaries of what we currently know. 

Expanding Horizons invites us on such a journey.

Through a rich program of choral music, ChoirWorks explores our relationship 
with the Earth, the heavens and the immense spaces that surround us. The music 
moves between the tangible and the intangible: from the world beneath our feet to 
distant stars and galaxies; from the excitement of discovery to moments of stillness 
and contemplation; and from humanity’s desire to explore to our recognition of 
how small—and yet how remarkable—we are within the cosmic landscape.

Following the iconic Sunrise fanfare from Strauss’s Also sprach Zarathustra, 
Christopher Tin’s Sogno di Volare (The Dream of Flight), captures the exhilaration 
of reaching beyond familiar boundaries. Its soaring melodies and expansive energy 
evoke the human desire to rise above the limitations of the everyday—to explore, 
discover and venture into the unknown. From this spirit of aspiration, the program 
gradually expands its perspective, inviting us to consider not simply the possibility 
of exploration, but the vastness and beauty of what we may encounter.

Ola Gjeilo’s The Spheres, with its luminous sonorities and spacious musical 
language, offers a very different response to the cosmos. Here, the experience is less 
one of propulsion than of wonder. The choir becomes an environment in which 
sound seems to hover and resonate, encouraging us to listen as much as to hear. 
Other works in the program similarly explore the many emotional dimensions of 
our relationship with the universe: awe, curiosity, peace, fragility, connection and 
the desire to understand.

The composers represented in Expanding Horizons approach these ideas from 
different perspectives. The music of Timothy Takach, Katerina Gimon, Robin 
Salkeld, Arvo Pärt, Urmas Sisask, Daniel Elder and Eriks Ešenvalds demonstrates 
the extraordinary range of ways in which composers can translate images and ideas 
of the cosmos into sound. Some works are driven by rhythm and momentum; 
others create vast sonic spaces through sustained tones, repetition and resonance. 
The program therefore does not attempt to tell a single story about the universe. 
Instead, it offers a series of perspectives—musical windows through which we can 
contemplate the extraordinary scale of existence.



TEXTS and TRANSLATIONS

Also sprach Zarathustra
Richard Strauss, arr. for a cappella choir by Mark Rosser

Sogno di Volare (The Dream of Flight, from Civilization VI)
Christopher Tin

Una volta che avrai spiccato il volo deciderai
Sguardo verso il ciel saprai lì a casa il cuore sentirai.
Prenderà il primo volo verso il sole, il grande uccello,
Sorvolando il grande monte Ceceri,
Riempendo l’universo di stupore e gloria.
L’uomo verrà portato dalla sua creazione come gli’uccelli verso il cielo,
Riempendo l’universo di stupore e gloria. Gloria!

Once you have taken flight, you will decide,
To gaze towards the sky and know, 
That that is where your heart will feel at home.
That great bird will take its first flight towards the sun,  
Sweeping over the great Mount Ceceri, 
Filling the universe with wonder and glory. 
Man will be lifted by his own creation, 
Just like the birds, towards the sky ...
Filling the universe with wonder and glory. Gloria!

Professor Tamara Davis, astrophysicist at The University of Queensland, will 
accompany the musical journey with insights into some of the most profound 
questions facing modern cosmology. Her presentations provide a fascinating 
counterpoint to the music, taking us from the observable universe to the mysteries 
that remain beyond our current understanding. 

May this music allow us to step outside the familiar scale of everyday life: to travel 
from Earth to the stars, from the present moment into deep time, and from what 
we know towards what we have yet to discover.

The universe is vast. Our knowledge of it is still incomplete. And our horizons are 
still expanding.
                                                                       Dr Debra Shearer-Dirié 
                                                                               Director of Music



I Am Voyager 
Robin Salkeld

I am Voyager
I am sailing to the stars
I am rejoicing in the stars
I am drowning in the stars.

Forty years ago I was born of thunder and fire
To Mother Earth, tethered by radio waves
Silently screaming through the cold dark void
Spinning spider silk, thin as light in the sky beyond sky
A message in a bottle adrift on the interstellar sea.

Salvete quicumque estis                                
bonam ergo vos voluntatem habemus           
et pacem per astra ferimus                            

(Greetings, whoever you are;
we bear you goodwill,
and we bring peace through the stars)

I am Voyager 
I am falling through the stars
I am breathing in the stars
I am reaching for the stars

Now my eyes are blind as I cross the heliopause
Dear Mother Earth only a pale blue dot;
my instruments dying as my heart runs out.
Forty thousand years from now, if ever I am found
A message in a bottle is all there will be left of me. 

Greetings to you, whomever you are;
we bring good will and peace through the stars.   Pacem



Earth (only Here) from Helios
Music: Timothy C. Takach
Lyrics: Brian Newhouse

My skies blaze and dazzle with ice,
lava burns in my veins.
All the glories of the gods are here—
but no gods gave me their name.
Mars may boast about war,
but only here are there blades,
and only here blood-stained soil.
Venus may preach on love,
but only here does an eye meet an eye
and whole new heavens are born.
Only here is there spring,
only here the breath of the rose.
Only here is there miracle, suffering, awe—
and only here do they kneel in prayer.

Reflection/Presentation by Prof. Tamara Davis

The Spheres (from Sunrise Mass)
Ola Gjeilo

Text (from the Latin mass)
Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison.

Comet (Transmigration) from Helios
Timothy C. Takach

Then Jupiter, the Father, spoke, ‘Take up Caesar’s spirit and change it into a star’. 
He had barely finished, when gentle Venus stood, seen by no one, and took up the 
newly freed spirit of her Caesar from his body, and preventing it from vanishing into 
the air, carried it towards the glorious stars. As she carried it, she felt it glow and take 
fire, and loosed it from her breast: it climbed higher than the moon, and drawing 
behind it a fiery tail, shone as a star.

                          – Ovid: Metamorphosis, trans. A.S. Kline, PoetryInTranslation.com



Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star
Daniel Elder

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
how I wonder what you are!
Up above the world so high,
like a diamond in the sky.
In the dark blue sky you keep,
often through my curtains peep,
for you never shut your eye
till the sun is in the sky:
Though I know not what you are,
twinkle, twinkle, little star.

XXIII Oremus (from Gloria Patri)
Urmas Sisask

Reflection/Presentation by Prof. Tamara Davis

Earth
Katerina Gimon

earth 
calm, constant 
sturdy, still, steady 
rock, sand, soil, and terrain 
earth 

                          
		



Da pacem Domine
Arvo Pärt

Da pacem Domine     	 Give peace, O Lord
in diebus nostris	 in our time
quia non est alius	 because there is no one else
qui pugnet pro nobis	 who will fight for us
nisi tu Deus noster.	 if not You, our God.	      

Reflection/Presentation by Prof. Tamara Davis

Stars
Eriks Ešenvalds

Text: Sara Teasdale (1884-1933)

Alone, alone in the night
On a dark hill
With pines around me
Spicy and still

And a heaven full of stars
Over my head
White and topaz
And misty red;

Myriads with beating 
Hearts of fire
The aeons
Cannot vex or tire;

The dome of heaven
Like a great hill
And myriads with beating hearts of fire,
Heaven full of stars.

I know
I am honored 
To be witness
Of so much majesty.



Debra Shearer-Dirié   Director of Music

Dr Debra Shearer-Dirié enjoys the adventure and 
global embrace of a career dedicated to music. 
She thrives on the creative discovery that flows 
from collaborative musical opportunities, whether 
working with combinations of choirs or with other 
composers, dancers, visual artists and cultural 
groups. Originally from Perth in Western Australia, 
Debra’s career has taken her from Hungary and 
through western Europe to North America, where 
she obtained a Master of Music Education degree 
and a Doctorate of Music in Choral Conducting at 
Indiana University.

In 2005 Debra became Director of Music of 
ChoirWorks, which was founded in 1996 as 
Brisbane Concert Choir. Under Debra’s direction 
the choir has journeyed internationally several 
times, performing in prestigious venues across 
Europe and eastern Canada. In Brisbane, Debra has 
conducted the Queensland Young Conservatorium 
Chamber Choir, founded Vox Pacifica Chamber 
Choir and in 2010, she began conducting the then 
newly formed vocal ensemble Vintage Voices, a 
choir for elders to engage with the community 
through singing. In 2009 she founded Fusion, a 
semi-professional adult a cappella ensemble which 
has performed internationally.

In her academic pursuits, Debra has lectured at 
the Queensland Conservatorium, the University of 
Queensland School of Music, and the Australian 
Catholic University. She has been a contributing 
writer and reviewer to the International Federation 
for Choral Music’s International Choral Magazine 
and is a national past-president of the Australian 
National Choral Association, and remains in 
demand as an adjudicator, clinician and conductor 
for festivals and eisteddfods throughout Australia 
and the Asia-Pacific. Debra was selected as one of 
three Australian choral conductors to be on the 
International Jury for the World Choir Games in 
Auckland in July 2024.



Tamara Davis   Presenter

Professor Tamara Davis AM FAA is an 
astrophysicist at the University of Queensland 
whose research explores cosmology, dark energy, 
and black holes. She is Deputy Director of the ARC 
Centre of Excellence for Gravitational Wave 
Discovery and has made some of the largest maps 
of the distribution of galaxies in the Universe to 
measure frozen sound waves in space. 

Her many honours include the Australian Academy 
of Science Nancy Millis Medal, the Astronomical 
Society of Australia’s Ellery Medal, and a Member of 
the Order of Australia. 

A passionate science communicator and occasional 
guest host of ABC’s Catalyst, Tamara feels a deep 
connection with music — in her childhood she 
played piano and trombone and has worked with 
musicians to sonify astrophysical data.



Shane Calderbank   Keyboard

Shane Calderbank is a Brisbane-based pianist, 
accompanist and educator with 20 years 
professional experience across live performance, 
music theatre and arts education. 

Recognised as one of South East Queensland’s most 
versatile pianists, he has completed more than 1,500 
engagements across Australia, spanning jazz, 
contemporary, rock, pop and music theatre. 

Shane has performed with leading Australian artists 
and in major productions including the Brisbane 
Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carols and TV Week Logie 
Awards. He is also pianist and musical director for 
internationally acclaimed soprano Mirusia, touring 
Australia in concert productions. 

As an educator, ensemble director and choral 
accompanist, Shane brings versatility, 
professionalism and a genuine love of 
music-making to every project.



John Woods   Rehearsal Accompanist

John Woods’ career in music and the arts began in the 
cold of the northern hemisphere. He entered the Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music and Drama, studying piano 
and bassoon. This led to scholarships awarded by the 
Scottish Arts Council and the Ralph Vaughan 
Williams Trust, to specialise in piano accompaniment 
at the Royal Northern College of Music in 
Manchester. 

In 1992 John joined the staff of the Queensland 
Conservatorium, Griffith University, as an 
accompanist and vocal coach, work that involved 
preparing many of its operas. Among his most 
memorable experiences, John accompanied 
masterclasses given by distinguished singers such as 
Dame Joan Sutherland, Dame Janet Baker, Dame 
Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Sir Peter Pears and Luigi Alva, 
whom he has also accompanied in recital. 

John has been accompanying the choir in rehearsal 
and performances since 2006.

Help keep live choral performances 
part of the Brisbane music scene.

ChoirWorks Inc. has Deductible Gift Recipient 
(DGR) status which means donations which you 
make to the choir can be claimed as a deduction 
on your income tax return. All deposits of $2.00 

or more are eligible for tax deductibility.

To make a tax-deductible 
donation, please follow
the link to our website.



Join our email list

We would love it
    if you could do
        just one of these  ...

Subscribe to our
YouTube channel

Follow us on 
Facebook

Leave us a
Google Review



ChoirWorks, founded in 1996 and known as Brisbane Concert Choir 
for more than 20 years, has now been a popular part of the Brisbane 
musical landscape for 30 years. 

Each year the choir presents a variety of concerts, performing a cappella 
or with piano accompaniment, as well as working with small ensembles 
and full orchestras. 

We also regularly combine forces with other choirs around the city to 
present larger works.

Every few years the choir embarks on an overseas tour, having 
travelled to New Zealand (1999), Prague, Salzburg and Vienna (2008), 
Italy (2011), Spain and France (2015), Canada (2018) and most recently 
Spain and Portugal (2024). We have plans for a trip to Europe (centred 
around the Balkans) in September 2027. 

ChoirWorks would like to thank you for your support of the live 
classical music scene in Brisbane, and we hope to welcome you to many 
future events. Follow us on Facebook or check our website for further 
details about the final concert in our 30th anniversary season:

		  Sunday, 29 November 2026 (see back page)

And if you would like to plan even further ahead, our first concert for 
next year will be performed in St John’s Cathedral on Saturday, 15 May 
at 6.30pm.



www.choirworks.au  |  contact@choirworks.au

Programme compiled by Janet Gilbert and Ian Maurer

ChoirWorks 
and

Brisbane Excelsior Band
present

Hark!

29 November 2026
3.00pm

(Venue to be confirmed)

Christmas with a touch of brass



