ChoirWorks

2023 AGM Report - Director of Music

As we come close to our 30th year of operation, it is a pleasure to be giving you my report
after another year of music making. We are now three plus years on from 2020, the start of
the pandemic and still on relatively unstable ground. Yes, we are now allowed to sing
together, and we are allowed to sing inside, and have an audience! But sometimes, things
still feel like they are changing on the go which still presents challenges in programming, etc.

| am very grateful to those singers who have returned to the choir this year and we are
continuing to have more of our “old” singers return. To those that have been faithful to the
choir and have been here without a break, | am very grateful to you as well.

My challenges that | have presented in the past still haunt me:

* Audiences are getting back to their ability to sit and listen, but our audience numbers
have not returned to pre-Covid numbers which of course affects our financial
situation. And | still find that | have to take care in what | program, although | do feel
we are getting closer back to normal than last year,

* Venues with good ventilation, good acoustic, and a manageable cost are still an issue,

* Absences for rehearsals are still an issue with singers away due to sickness,
understandable but a factor that affects progress in rehearsals.

Our performances since our last AGM have been:
* September - Verdi Requiem - QPAC (collaboration with Shaun Brown and The
University of Queensland with Maestro Dane Lam)
®* December - Jull @ St Peter’s
® Carolling at 111 Eagle Street and The Queensland Club
® Esk - invitation from Esk Community Choir for their 40th year anniversary
* June - Great Oratorio Choruses - Somerville House

| think we all agree that our collaboration in the Verdi Requiem project was very worthwhile
in the end. Unfortunately, our collaboration with a smaller group of UQ singers on Judas
Maccabaeus this year did not happen, but | would like to keep an active connection with
Shaun Brown for future projects.

It was lovely to revisit with the Ola Gjeilo for our Christmas Jul! Concert and | thought the
carolling gigs at 111 Eagle Street and The Queensland Club were a step up for the choir. | am
pleased to say that we have secured both of these locations for this year. | think it is a better
image for the choir to be singing at these inner-city corporate locations and hope it will be
continue past this year. Thank you to Simon and Murray in particular for continuing to
connect with the people involved in hiring us. Our escapade to Esk was very appreciated by
our fellow singers in Esk and beyond and they are still raving about us. And our Great
Oratorio collaboration with Professor Peter Roennfeldt and Dominic Perissinotto was a great
concert, however the audience numbers were disappointing.



As we launch into the next year (2023-24), it will be interesting to see how our international
tour plays out. | am eager to do it and hope all of you are as well.

I would like to thank lan Maurer (copying of music, ChoirWorks website and design of flyers,
and many other jobs) and Rick Valenta (recording of concerts) for their ongoing work and
support to the choir. We couldn’t afford to pay for these services and hope the fantastic
singing that happens every week is payment of some kind. To John Woods, | once again say
thank you for all of the time and talent you put into choir. To those on the committee, |
thank you for our varied and sometimes robust discussions at meetings. | still don’t think
the choir fully understands the amount of work you have put into the choir over the last 3
years. | hugely appreciated the time and energy you put into the choir and look forward to
another year with the committee (which will be decided this evening). | also encourage
others to get involved in jobs that the committee is unable to do and asks for volunteers. All
of us have full time jobs and only a certain amount of time.

| have never had to write this in my report for this choir, but | feel | do need to mention it
this year. | have enjoyed working with ChoirWorks (Brisbane Concert Choir) for nearly 20
years (2025 will be my 20th year) because it has been a place where | have felt my expertise
and work with the choir has been valued and respected. | continue to feel this but would
like to remind everyone who is associated with this choir, in this AGM report, that we need
“our” space to be a kind and respectful place to all that enter into our community. Music, in
particular singing, is such a gift and | know all of you who sit here this evening know that.
But occasionally sit back and just realise how lucky we are to have such an excellent group of
combined singers who enjoy each other’s company and like being challenged by me, a hard
working committee that is continually attempting to search for bigger and better ideas in our
choral community, and of course John and myself.
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